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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 3. 12-13 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Muzslay (4,959,027) in view of Ogawa (5,605,475). 

Regarding claims 1 and 17, Muzslay, figures 1 and 2 show a pressure-tight 
contact device for enabling an electrical connection to an electrical device housed in a 
• pressure-tight housing (20), the contact device comprising an Insulator (32) extending 
through the housing, at least one contact pin (24) extending through the insulator, a 
connector shell (14) of insulating material positioned on the insulator and affixed to the 
insulator, the connector shell including a terminal socket (40) for receiving a mating 
connector, the terminal socket including at least one contact tab (52) in electrical 
contact with the at least one contact pin, wherein the connector shell is one of a set of 
interchangeable connector shells each having a different terminal socket configuration 
suitable for engaging the mating connector having a corresponding mating configuration 
(the Examiner noted that just only one shell is claimed). 

Muzslay discloses the claimed invention as described above except for a seal for 
sealing the insulator relative to the housing. 
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Ogawa, figure 18 shows an electrical connector having an 0-ring (4) is provided 
between a body (3) and a tube (2). It is obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to provide Muzslay to have the 0-ring, as taught by 
Ogawa, in order to secure and protect the body and the tube. 

Regarding claim 3, Muzslay discloses the electrical device housed in the housing 
is a motor for driving a compressor. 

Regarding claim 12, Muzslay discloses the at least one contact pin is electrically 
connected to the electrical device and to a source of electrical current. 

Regarding claim 13, Muzslay discloses the at least one contact pin is electrically 
connected to at least one additional additional electrical device disposed in the housing. 

Regarding claims 15 and 16, Muzslay, figure 2 shows the connector shell 
including a bore/a channel (74) defined for leak testing, the channel being disposed 
above the at least one contact tab. 

3. Claims 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Muzslay and Ogawa as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Nakamura 
(6,558,178). 

Muzslay and Ogawa disclose the claimed invention as described above except 
for a plurality of projections from at least one contact pin. 

Nakamura, figure 1 shows a connecting member (21) having a plurality of lances 
(25, column 3, lines 38-41). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to provide Muzslay to have the contact having 
lances, as taught by Nakamura, in order to secure the contact into the housing. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 4-1 1 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The claims are allowable over the prior art of record for at least the reason that 
the prior art fails to teach or suggest a third 0-ring for sealing the connector shell 
relative to the insulator, and at least one fastener for affixing the connector shell to at 
least one of the insulator and the housing, as set forth in the claimed combination. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 16-17 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh-Tam T. Le whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2094. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 
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9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Thanh-Tam T. Le 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2839 
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